
2017 Wyoming Football Recruiting Class Announced
Cowboys Look to Build on Recent Success With Outstanding Group of New Recruits

  Laramie, Wyo. (Feb. 1, 2017) --  Building on a season that saw them win the Mountain Division of the Mountain 
West Conference and play in the 2016 Poinsettia Bowl, the Wyoming Cowboy Football program announced its 2017 
recruiting class on Wednesday.
 Cowboy head coach Craig Bohl made the announcement of Wyoming's 24 new recruits in a 3 p.m. press conference 
held in the Wildcatter Stadium Club & Suites at War Memorial Stadium.
 This year's class breakdown includes one graduate transfer and 23 high school seniors. The 10 states represented 
in this year's Cowboy recruiting class include: Wyoming, California, Colorado, Illinois, Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington and Wisconsin.      
 The national letter-of-intent signing period for football began on Wednesday, Feb. 1 and will conclude on Saturday, 
April 1.
 "Our coaching staff is excited about the composition of the 2017 signing class," said Bohl.  "We had a plan that 
was spearheaded by Gordie Haug, our recruiting coordinator.  Our coaches worked extremely hard.  We not only did 
evaluations off tape, but we were in these young men's high schools and homes.
 "We did extensive academic evaluations, as well as athletic evaluations that included a lot of time spent on-site at 
high school games watching these young men play.
 "Many of these young men are the top individuals that we evaluated at their specific positions.  I think we not only 
met our needs but we exceeded our needs with this class.
 "While we try to utilize all the newest technology, including social media and other methods to communicate with 
and evaluate our prospective student-athletes, we also incorporate a lot of old school approaches in terms of building 
relationships with high school coaches and parents and other constituents to get to know these prospects.  
 "At the same time, we try to provide all these young men and their families as much information as we can about 
the University of Wyoming and our football program, so that they can make the right decision for their futures."

 Among the individuals who signed national letters of intent with Wyoming on Wednesday were:
 •Three of the Top 10 ranked recruits from the state of Nebraska;
 •Two of the Top 20 rated recruits from the state of Colorado;
 •Two of the Top 25 ranked recruits from the state of Wisconsin;
 •One of the Top 25 rated recruits from the state of Oregon;
 •Two of the Top 40 ranked recruits from the state of Washington;
 •Five of the Top 85 ranked recruits from the state of Illinois;
 •Three of the Top 175 ranked recruits from the talent-rich state of California;
 •And a two-time Wyoming Super 25 selection in offensive lineman Logan Harris from Torrington, Wyo.
 •Two sets of high school teammates are part of the 2017 Wyoming recruiting class.  Keyon Blankenbaker and 
Jared Scott played together at Oak Park-River Forest High School in Oak Park, Ill.  Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula and Victor 
Jones were teammates at Inderkum High School in Sacramento, Calif.

 Offensively, the 2017 class features five offensive linemen, three wide receivers, two running backs, one tight end 
and one quarterback.  On defense, four defensive linemen, three defensive backs and two linebackers.  The Cowboys 
also signed a punter, long snapper and one signee described as an athlete.
 Additional information on the 2017 recruiting class, including videos of this year's class is available on the Wyoming 
Signing Day Central page at GoWyo.com and on Twitter @wyo_football.
 On the following pages are a selection of highlights from the 2017 Wyoming Football recruiting class and bios on 
each signee.
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2017 Wyoming Football Selected Highlights
 •Patrick Arnold (offensive lineman) was named to All-Nebraska First Team for all classifications by the Omaha 
World-Herald following his senior season.  247 Sports ranked Arnold as the No. 9 overall recruit in the state of Nebraska 
for the 2017 recruiting class.  Arnold also earned First Team Super State honors from the Lincoln Journal Star in 2016.

 •Keyon Blankenbaker (cornerback) was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 85 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in 
the 2017 recruiting class.

 •C.J. Coldon (cornerback) has been ranked as a three-star recruit by Rivals and Scout.com.  He  was ranked by 247 
Sports as the No. 64 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Avante' Cox (wide receiver) was named First Team All-State Class 4A by the Illinois Football Coaches Association 
in 2016.  He was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 82 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class.  He 
also was selected to the 81st Annual Champaign News-Gazette All-State Football Team for all classifications.

 •Keegan Cryder (offensive tackle) was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 19 overall recruit in the state of Colorado in 
the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Trey Dorfner (running back) earned a spot on the 2017 Seattle Times' Chips List of the top 100 players in the state.  
He was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 37 best overall recruit from the state of Washington in the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Gavin Dunayski (defensive lineman) was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 22 overall recruit from the state of 
Washington in the 2017 recruiting class.  Dunayski was also given a three-star ranking by 247 Sports.

 •Esaias Gandy (safety) was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 17 overall recruit in the state of Colorado in the 2017 
recruiting class.  Gandy earned First Team All-State Class 4A from the Colorado High School Activities Association 
(CHSAANow.com), ColoradoPreps.com and MaxPreps.

 •Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula (linebacker) is rated as a three-star recruit by Rivals, Scout.com and 247 Sports.  247 Sports 
ranked Gatoloai-Faupula as the 122nd overall recruit in the entire state of California. 

 •Logan Harris (offensive lineman) will stay in his home state to play for the Wyoming Cowboys.  Harris was named 
to the Casper Star Tribune Super 25 Team both his junior and senior seasons at Torrington High School.

 •Javaree Jackson (defensive lineman) was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 23 overall recruit from the state of 
Wisconsin in the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Victor Jones (defensive end) is rated as a three-star recruit by Rivals, Scout.com and 247 Sports.  247 Sports ranked 
Jones as the 108th overall recruit in the entire state of California.  

 •Jared Scott (wide receiver) has received a three-star rating by Scout.com.  Scott was ranked by 247 Sports as the 
No. 26 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Rudy Stofer (offensive tackle) earned First Team Super State honors for all classifications from the Lincoln Journal 
Star as a defensive lineman.  The Omaha World-Herald selected him First Team All-State, as well.  247 Sports ranked him 
as the No. 10 overall recruit in the state of Nebraska for the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Xazavian Valladay (running back) earned Special Mention All-State honors from the Chicago Tribune as a senior.  
He was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 75 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Tyler Vander Waal (quarterback) has been ranked as a three-star recruit by Rivals, Scout.com and 247 Sports.  247 
Sports also ranked Vander Waal as the 174th best overall recruit in the state of California in 2017. 

 •Alonzo Velazquez (offensive tackle) has received a three-star rating by Scout.com.  Velazquez was ranked by 247 
Sports as the No. 12 overall recruit from the state of Wisconsin in the 2017 recruiting class.

 •Davon Wells-Ross (linebacker) was ranked by Rivals.com as the No. 5 overall recruit in the state of Nebraska for 
the 2017 recruiting class.  247 Sports ranked him as the No. 8 recruit in the state of Nebraska this year. 

 •Trey Woods (athlete) was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 23 overall recruit in the state of Oregon for the 2017 
recruiting class.
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University of Wyoming Cowboys 
2017 Football Signings

(Alphabetical, As of Feb. 1, 2017)

Breakdown:
 Transfer Signees       (  1)
 High School Signees       (23) 
    Totals    (24)

Transfers (1)
Name  Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School) 
Kolton Donovan LS 6-3 250 Sr. Washington, Utah (Southern Utah University)

High-School Signees (23)
Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)  
Patrick Arnold OL 6-3 290 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Gretna)
Keyon Blankenbaker CB 5-10 170 Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)
C.J. Coldon CB 6-1 175 Fr. Belleville, Ill. (Althoff Catholic)
Avante' Cox WR 5-11 170 Fr. Rochester, Ill. (Rochester)
Keegan Cryder OT 6-4 240 Fr. Littleton, Colo. (Dakota Ridge)
Trey Dorfner RB 6-0 175 Fr. Fircrest, Wash. (River Ridge)
Gavin Dunayski DL 6-6 250 Fr. Puyallup, Wash. (Puyallup)
Esaias Gandy S 6-1 183 Fr. Aurora, Colo. (Denver South)
Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula LB 6-1 210 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)
Logan Harris OL 6-3 275 Fr. Torrington, Wyo. (Torrington)
Ravontae Holt DL 6-4 260 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Sheldon)
Javaree Jackson DL 6-5 250 Fr. Wauwatosa, Wis. (Wauwatosa West)
Victor Jones DE 6-4 235 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)
Jared Scott WR 6-6 215 Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)
Erik Spurlin-Renfroe  WR 6-1 180 Fr. Cerritos, Calif. (Gahr)
Rudy Stofer OT 6-6 255 Fr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney)
Xazavian Valladay RB 6-0 185 Fr. Matteson, Ill. (Brother Rice)
Tyler Vander Waal QB 6-4 210 Fr. Elk Grove, Calif. (Christian Brothers)
Alonzo Velazquez OT 6-6 270 Fr. Janesville, Wis. (Parker)
Nate Weinman TE 6-7 235 Fr. Creston, Ohio (Norwayne)
Davon Wells-Ross LB 6-5 190 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Omaha North)
Trey Woods ATH 6-3 210 Fr. North Bend, Ore. (North Bend)
Tim Zaleski P 6-5 215 Fr. Oak Lawn, Ill. (St. Rita)

Pronunciation Guide
Keyon Blankenbaker KEE-on
Avante' Cox uh-VONT-ay
Keegan Cryder KEE-gun, CRY-dur
Gavin Dunayski dunn-ASK-ee
Esaias Gandy uh-SIGH-us
Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula nuh-toe-LOW-eye, fow-PU-luh
Ravontae Holt ruh-VON-tay
Javaree Jackson juh-VAR-ee
Rudy Stofer STO-fur (Long "O")
Xazavian Valladay x-ZAV-ee-un
Tyler Vander Waal VAN-dur, wall
Nate Weinman WINE-mun
Davon Wells-Ross DAVE-on (Long "A)
Tim Zaleski zuh-LESS-kee
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2017 University of Wyoming Football Signees
(Alphabetical, As of Feb. 1, 2017) 

Transfers

Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School) 

Kolton Donovan  LS 6-3 250 Sr.    Washington, Utah (Southern Utah Univ.)

 Kolton Donovan comes to Wyoming as a graduate transfer with one year of eligibility remaining.  He has graduated 
from Southern Utah University where he was a double major in exercise science and psychology.  Donovan was the 
starting long snapper at Southern Utah the last two seasons of 2015 and '16.  He was also the starting long snapper in 
his freshman season of 2012 before serving an LDS mission in San Antonio, Texas.  Donovan was part of a 2015 SUU 
team that posted an 8-4 record and earned a berth in the FCS Playoffs.  He earned High School All-America and All-State 
honors as a long snapper at Pine View High School in Washington, Utah.  Donovan was ranked as the No. 4 best long 
snapper in the country as a high school senior.   
 The son of Elise and Kevin Donovan.  His father, Kevin, played baseball at SUU.  Kolton Donovan played his prep 
football for head coach Ray Hosner at Pine View High School.

 
High-School Signees

Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School) 

Patrick Arnold  OL 6-3 290 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Gretna)
 
 Patrick Arnold was named to All-Nebraska First Team for all classifications by the Omaha World-Herald following 
his senior season.  247 Sports ranked Arnold as the No. 9 overall recruit in the state of Nebraska for the 2017 recruiting 
class.  Arnold also earned First Team Super State honors from the Lincoln Journal Star in 2016.  He added First Team 
All-Class B from both the World-Herald and Journal Star, and received All-Area honors from the World-Herald.  Entering 
his senior season at Gretna High School, Arnold was selected by the Omaha World-Herald to its "2016 Super Six" the top 
six football players in the state entering the 2016 season, and was described by the World-Herald as, "pound for pound, 
might be the state's most tenacious, most effective lineman."  He played primarily at offensive tackle in high school but 
also played some guard.  Arnold led Gretna to a No. 2 seed entering the 2016 Class B State Playoffs where they advanced 
to the state semifinals and a final 9-3 record.  His junior season, he led Gretna to a 7-4 record and the state quarterfinals.  
He played for head coach Dave Shrader at Gretna High.  
 Arnold also received scholarship offers from Air Force, Army, Navy and Columbia.

Keyon Blankenbaker CB 5-10 170 Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)

 Keyon Blankenbaker was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 85 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 
recruiting class.  He was a two-time West Suburban Silver All-Conference cornerback.  Blankenbaker helped lead Oak 
Park-River Forest High to a 7-3 record and the First Round of the 2016 Illinois 8A State Playoffs.  Class 8A is the largest 
classification in the state of Illinois.  He has a cousin already on the Cowboy team in freshman Mike Green II from 
Sacramento, Calif.  Blankenbaker will rejoin his high school teammate and current Wyoming Cowboy freshman Jahmari 
Moore.  Blankenbaker will also join the Wyoming Football program with Oak Park-River Forest teammate Jared Scott, 
who is another member of the 2017 Wyoming recruiting class.  They played for head coach John Hoerster at Oak Park-
River Forest. 
 Blankenbaker was recruited by Buffalo, Central Michigan, Cincinnati, Northern Illinois and Wisconsin.
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Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School) 

C.J. Coldon  CB 6-1 175 Fr. Belleville, Ill. (Althoff Catholic)

 C.J. Coldon has been ranked as a three-star recruit by Rivals and Scout.com.  He  was ranked by 247 Sports as the 
No. 64 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class. He earned First Team All-State Class 4A honors 
as a wide receiver from the Illinois Football Coaches Association his senior season at Althoff Catholic High School in 
Belleville, Ill.  He is projected as a cornerback at Wyoming.  Coldon was credited with 49 total tackles, including 32 
solo tackles as a senior and intercepted two passes for 33 yards.  He caught 58 passes for 965 yards and 11 touchdown 
receptions his senior year, and ranked No. 10 in the state of Illinois in receiving yards (965).  Coldon was also utilized 
as return specialist.  His senior season, he had 229 yards in kickoff returns, returning one for a TD, and had 73 yards in 
punt returns.  As a junior, he was credited with 77 total tackles, including 52 solo tackles and added two interceptions 
for 68 yards, returning both for touchdowns.  His junior season, he caught 68 passes for 1,312 yards and 13 TD catches 
and had 157 combined yards in kickoff and punt return yards, returning a punt for a touchdown and rushing for a TD 
bringing his touchdown total to 17 TDs his junior season.   Coldon ended his high school career with 126 total tackles, 
including 84 solo tackles and four interceptions for 101 yards.  Offensively, he had 126 career receptions for 2,277 yards 
and caught 24 touchdown passes.  He averaged 18.1 yards per reception and 87.6 yards per game for his career.  In 
2016, Coldon helped lead Althoff Catholic to the quarterfinals of the Class 4A State Playoffs before losing by one point 
to eventual 4A State Champion Rochester, which featured fellow 2017 Wyoming signee Avante' Cox.  Coldon played for 
head coach Ken Turner.
 Coldon was also recruited by Bowling Green, Cincinnati, Iowa, Kansas, Kansas State, Louisville, Miami (Ohio), 
Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico and Purdue.

Avante' Cox  WR 5-11 170 Fr. Rochester, Ill. (Rochester)

 Avante' Cox was named First Team All-State Class 4A by the Illinois Football Coaches Association in 2016.  He was 
ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 82 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class.  He also was selected 
to the 81st Annual Champaign News-Gazette All-State Football Team for all classifications.  The Chicago Tribune named 
him to their Special Mention All-State Team.  Cox helped lead his Rochester High team to an 11-1 record and the 2016 
4A State Championship.  He ranked No. 3 in the state of Illinois in receiving yards his senior year,with 1,167 yards.  He 
had 79  receptions on the season and scored 21 receiving touchdowns in 2016.  Cox averaged 83.4 receiving yards per 
game and 14.8 yards per reception.  He had four 100-yard receiving games his senior season, including games of 110, 
124, 130 and 155 yards.  His 155 yards came in the 4A State Championship Game where he also scored two receiving 
touchdowns of 63 and 24 yards and had one interception.  Cox had a season high three TD receptions versus Springfield 
and caught two TD passes in seven other games.  He also was an outstanding return specialist, with 393 yards in kickoff 
returns and 251 yards in punt returns.  He totalled 1,965 yards of all-purpose yards as a senior.  Cox scored a total of 25 
touchdowns in 2016 -- 21 receiving, two rushing, one punt return TD and one kickoff return TD.  As a defensive back, 
Cox tallied 43 total tackles, including 33 solo tackles, 4.0 tackles for loss, 1.0 sack, three interceptions and one fumble 
recovery.  He was coached in high school by Derek Leonard. 

Keegan Cryder  OT 6-4 240 Fr. Littleton, Colo. (Dakota Ridge)

 Keegan Cryder was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 19 overall recruit in the state of Colorado in the 2017 recruiting 
class.  Cryder earned Honorable Mention All-State Class 4A from the Colorado High School Activities Association 
(CHSAANow.com), ColoradoPreps.com and MaxPreps.  The teams were selected by Colorado head coaches from 
across the state.  He played both offensive tackle and defensive end at Dakota Ridge High School.  He is projected 
as an offensive tackle at Wyoming.  Cryder helped lead his Dakota Ridge High team to a 6-4 overall record and a 4-1 
conference mark, finishing second in the Plains League.  He played for head coach Ron Woitalewicz.
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Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)          

Trey Dorfner  RB 6-0 175 Fr. Fircrest, Wash. (River Ridge)

 Trey Dorfner earned a spot on the 2017 Seattle Times' Chips List of the top 100 players in the state.  He was ranked 
by 247 Sports as the No. 37 best overall recruit from the state of Washington in the 2017 recruiting class. Dorfner was 
also honored as a First Team 2016 All-Area Football selection by The Olympian of Olympia, Wash., and was named 
Second Team All-Area by The News Tribune in Tacoma, Wash.  Dorfner rushed for 1,376 yards on 167 carries and 
scored 25 rushing touchdowns his senior season.  He had six 100-yard rushing games, including games of: 141 yards, 
274, 177, 169, 165 and 158.  Dorfner added 13 receptions for 148 yards and two receiving touchdowns.  He scored his 
two receiving TDs in the same game versus Eatonville.  Dorfner caught three passes for 121 yards and two TDs against 
Eatonville.  He ended his senior season with 1,729 all-purpose yards, including 1,376 rushing, 148 receiving, 56 yards 
on kickoff returns, 74 on punt returns and 75 yards on an interception return. Dorfner added 23 tackles and 2.0 tackles 
for loss.  He helped lead River Ridge High to a 9-2 record and a 3-0 conference mark to win the South Puget Sound 2A 
League.  River Ridge advanced to the quarterfinals of the 2016 Washington Class 2A Playoffs.  He played for head coach 
Steve Schultz.
 

Gavin Dunayski  DL 6-6 250 Fr. Puyallup, Wash. (Puyallup)

 Gavin Dunayski was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 22 overall recruit from the state of Washington in the 2017 
recruiting class.  Dunayski was also given a three-star ranking by 247 Sports.  He earned First Team All-South Puget 
Sound League honors his senior season.  As a team captain, Dunayski helped lead Puyallup High to the first round of the 
2016 4A State Playoffs, the largest classification in the state of Washington.  A versatile player, Dunayski played primarily 
defensive end as a senior after playing defensive tackle his junior season.  He also played tight end at Puyallup High.  He 
played for head coach Gary Jeffers.
 Dunayski was also recruited by Hawai'i and Yale.

Esaias Gandy  S 6-1 183 Fr. Aurora, Colo. (Denver South)

 Esaias Gandy was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 17 overall recruit in the state of Colorado in the 2017 recruiting 
class.  Gandy earned First Team All-State Class 4A from the Colorado High School Activities Association (CHSAANow.
com), ColoradoPreps.com and MaxPreps.  The teams were selected by Colorado head coaches from across the state.  He 
ranked No. 5 in the state of Colorado in tackles among all players in all classes, totaling 155 tackles his senior season.  
Gandy had 76 solo tackles, 79 assisted tackles, 10.0 sacks, 19.0 tackles for loss, one interception, two forced fumbles 
and averaged 12.9 tackles per game.  He added 157 rushing yards and two rushing touchdowns, 243 receiving yards 
and three TD receptions and accumulated an even 400 all-purpose yards his senior season.  Gandy led Denver South to a 
No. 1 seed in the Colorado Class 4A State Playoffs before losing in the State Quarterfinals.  Gandy's Denver South team 
posted an 11-1 overall record and a 5-0 conference record, winning the Mountain League title.  Gandy ended his high 
school career with 310 career tackles, 143 solo tackles, 27.5 sacks, 20.0 tackles for loss, two interceptions, five fumble 
recoveries, two forced fumbles and averaged 7.8 tackles per game over his career.  He played for head coach Tony 
Lindsay.
 Gandy was also recruited by Arizona, Colorado, Colorado State, Harvard, Kansas and Utah.

Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula LB 6-1 210 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)

 Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula is rated as a three-star recruit by Rivals, Scout.com and 247 Sports.  He was selected to the 
Sacramento Bee First Team All-Metro team as a linebacker his senior season.  247 Sports ranked Gatoloai-Faupula as the 
122nd overall recruit in the entire state of California.  Gatoloai-Faupula led Inderkum High to the 2016 Championship 
Game of the Sac-Joaquin Sectional Playoffs for Division II.  Inderkum entered the sectional playoffs seeded No. 8 after 
capturing the Tri-County Conference title with a perfect 6-0 league mark and an 8-2 regular-season record.  The Tigers 
proceeded to defeat No. 9 seed Whitney, 42-7, in the first round of the playoffs.  In the quarterfinals, they captured a 
35-33 upset win over No. 1 seed Sacramento.  Inderkum earned a spot in the sectional championship game by defeating 
No. 4 seed Jesuit, 52-35, in the semifinals before falling in the championship game to No. 2 seed Del Oro, 13-35.  The 
Tigers ended the season with an 11-3 overall record.  Gatoloai-Faupula played for head coach Terry Stark.
 Gatoloai-Faupula was also recruited by Boise State, California, Colorado, Fresno State, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Mexico, San Jose State, Utah and Utah State.
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Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)

Logan Harris  OL 6-3 275 Fr. Torrington, Wyo. (Torrington)

 Logan Harris will stay in his home state to play for the Wyoming Cowboys.  Harris was named to the Casper Star 
Tribune Super 25 Team both his junior and senior seasons at Torrington High School.  Harris was also named to the 
3A East All-Conference team by conference coaches and was selected as the 3A-East Defensive Player of the Year as a 
senior.  He played offensive and defensive line for the Torrington Trailblazers, and is projected as an offensive lineman 
for the Cowboys.  Harris led his team in total tackles (65), tackles for loss (8.5), sacks (5.0) and pass breakups (4) as a 
senior.  Harris' Torrington team finished the 2016 season 6-3 overall and 4-1 in the 3A-East.  They advanced to the 
Wyoming 3A State Playoffs as the No. 2 seed from the 3A-East, before falling to Green River in the first round of the 
playoffs.  Harris played for head coach Mark Lenhardt.  

Ravontae Holt  DL 6-4 260 Fr.  Sacramento, Calif. (Sheldon)
 
 Ravontae Holt was selected to the Sacramento Bee Honorable Mention All-Metro team as a defensive lineman 
his senior season.  He was credited with 99 total tackles for the 2016 season, including 3.5 sacks and had one fumble 
recovery that he returned 27 yards.  Holt led Sheldon High to an 8-4 record in the Delta League and the 2016 
Quarterfinals of the Sac-Joaquin Sectional Playoffs for Division I.  Sheldon entered the sectional playoffs seeded No. 9 
and defeated No. 8 seed Napa, 37-28, in the first round before losing to No. 1 seed Folsom, 14-41.  He played for head 
coach Joe Cattolico.  

Javaree Jackson  DL 6-5 250 Fr.  Wauwatosa, Wis. (Wauwatosa West)

 Javaree Jackson was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 23 overall recruit from the state of Wisconsin in the 2017 
recruiting class.  Jackson earned All-Suburban honors his senior season at Wauwatosa West High School in suburban 
Milwaukee.  Wauwatosa West advanced to the Wisconsin Division 2 State Playoffs as a No. 8 seed before losing to No. 1 
seed Menomonie in the  first round.  Jackson was also an outstanding basketball player and shot putter -- qualifying for 
the state meet in track and field.  He played for head football coach Matt Good.

Victor Jones  DE 6-4 235 Fr.  Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)

 Victor Jones is rated as a three-star recruit by Rivals, Scout.com and 247 Sports.  He was selected to the Sacramento 
Bee First Team All-Metro team as a defensive lineman his senior season.  247 Sports ranked Jones as the 108th overall 
recruit in the entire state of California.  Jones led Inderkum High to the 2016 Championship Game of the Sac-Joaquin 
Sectional Playoffs for Division II.  Inderkum entered the sectional playoffs seeded No. 8 after capturing the Tri-County 
Conference title with a perfect 6-0 league mark and an 8-2 regular-season record.  The Tigers proceeded to defeat No. 
9 seed Whitney, 42-7, in the first round of the playoffs.  In the quarterfinals, they captured a 35-33 upset win over No. 1 
seed Sacramento.  Inderkum earned a spot in the sectional championship game by defeating No. 4 seed Jesuit, 52-35, in 
the semifinals before falling in the championship game to No. 2 seed Del Oro, 13-35.  The Tigers ended the season with 
an 11-3 overall record.  Jones played for head coach Terry Stark.
 Jones was also recruited by California, Colorado State, Fresno State, Hawai'i, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon State 
and Utah.

Jared Scott  WR 6-6 215 Fr.  Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)
 
 Jared Scott has received a three-star rating by Scout.com.  Scott was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 26 overall 
recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class.  He was recruited by colleges as both a football and basketball 
player at Oak Park-River Forest High School, deciding to commit to the Wyoming Cowboys to play college football.  Scott 
helped lead Oak Park-River Forest High to a 7-3 record and the First Round of the 2016 Illinois 8A State Playoffs.  Class 
8A is the largest classification in the state of Illinois.  Scott will rejoin his high school teammate and current Wyoming 
Cowboy freshman Jahmari Moore.  Scott will also join the Wyoming Football program with Oak Park-River Forest 
teammate, Keyon Blankenbaker, who is another member of the 2017 Wyoming recruiting class.  They played for head 
coach John Hoerster at Oak Park-River Forest.
 Scott was also recruited by Ball State and Western Michigan.
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Erik Spurlin-Renfroe  WR 6-1 180 Fr. Cerritos, Calif. (Gahr)

 Erik Spurlin-Renfroe earned Second Team All-Area honors as a wide receiver his senior season at Gahr High School 
in Cerritos, Calif.  He helped lead Gahr High School to an 8-3 overall record in 2016 and a third-place finish in the San 
Gabriel Valley League.  The Gladiators earned a berth in the CIF Southern Section Division 10 Playoffs where they lost 
to eventual champion St. Anthony by only three points (21-24) in the first round.  Gahr played for head coach Greg 
Marshall.
 Spurlin-Renfroe was also recruited by Hawai'i and San Jose State.

Rudy Stofer  OT 6-6 255 Fr.  Kearney, Neb. (Kearney)

 Rudy Stofer was one of the elite linemen in the state of Nebraska his senior season, earning First Team Super State 
honors for all classifications from the Lincoln Journal Star as a defensive lineman.  He was also named to the Journal 
Star's First Team All-State Team for Class A.  The Omaha World-Herald selected him First Team All-State, as well.  247 
Sports ranked him as the No. 10 overall recruit in the state of Nebraska for the 2017 recruiting class.  Stofer is projected 
as an offensive tackle for the Cowboys.  He helped lead his Kearney High team to the quarterfinals of the Nebraska 
Class A Playoffs, the largest classification in the state.  Kearney ended the season with an 8-3 record.  He made 106 total 
tackles his senior season, including 48 solo tackles, 7.0 sacks and force three fumbles.  He played for head coach Brandon 
Cool.
 Stofer was recruited by Iowa State and Nebraska among other schools.

Xazavian Valladay RB 6-0 185 Fr.  Matteson, Ill. (Brother Rice)

 Xazavian Valladay earned Special Mention All-State honors from the Chicago Tribune as a senior.  He was ranked by 
247 Sports as the No. 75 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting class. Valladay helped lead Brother 
Rice High School a No. 8 seed in the 2016 Illinois Class 8A State Playoffs, before losing in the first round.  Class 8A is the 
largest classification in the state of Illinois.  Brother Rice High began the season with a perfect 8-0 start before ending the 
season with a 9-3 record.  Twice during his senior season, Valladay was named his team's Offensive MVP of the Week.  
He played for head coach Brian Badke.
 Valladay was also recruited by Purdue.   

Tyler Vander Waal QB 6-4 210 Fr.  Elk Grove, Calif. (Christian Brothers)

 Tyler Vander Waal has been ranked as a three-star recruit by Rivals, Scout.com and 247 Sports.  247 Sports also 
ranked Vander Waal as the 174th best overall recruit in the state of California in the 2017 recruiting class.  He was 
selected to the Sacramento Bee First Team All-Metro team in 2016. His senior season, Vander Waal completed 60.7 
percent of his passes (202 for 333 passes) for 2,926 yards.  He threw 25 touchdown passes and had only nine of his 
passes intercepted.  Vander Waal also rushed for 378  yards on 118 rushing attempts, scored six rushing touchdowns and 
accounted for 3,304 yards of total offense.  He averaged 209.0 yards passing per game and 236.0 yards of total offense 
per game.  Vander Waal was named the Sacramento Bee Player of the Week for his performance in a 48-18 victory over 
Casa Roble.  He threw three touchdown passes and scored a fourth TD rushing in the win.  Vander Waal led Christian 
Brothers High to an 11-3 overall record and a perfect 5-0 record in the Capital Athletic League to win the conference 
championship.  Christian Brothers advanced to the 2016 Championship Game of the Sac-Joaquin Sectional Playoffs for 
Division III.  Christian Brothers entered the sectional playoffs seeded No. 3.  The Falcons defeated No. 14 seed Cordova, 
30-20, in the first round; beat 11th seed Burbank, 21-14, in the quarterfinals; and captured a 29-0 victory over No. 2 seed 
American Canyon in the semifinals.  The Falcons lost the sectional championship game to No. 1 seed Oakdale.  Vander 
Waal played for head coach Dan Carmazzi. 
 Vander Waal was also recruited by Ball State, Boise State, California, Colorado, Colorado State, Nevada, San Jose 
State, Utah and Washington State.   

(continued)
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Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)

Alonzo Velazquez OT 6-6 270 Fr.  Janesville, Wis. (Parker)

 Alonzo Velazquez has received a three-star rating from Scout.com.  Velazquez was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 
12 overall recruit from the state of Wisconsin in the 2017 recruiting class.  He earned Second Team All-Big 8 Conference 
honors as a senior in 2016.  Parker High narrowly missed out on the state playoffs, coming up just one game shy of 
qualifying with a 4-5 record on the season.  He played for head coach Clayton Kreger.

Nate Weinman  TE 6-7 235 Fr. Creston, Ohio (Norwayne)

 Nate Weinman was selected to the MaxPreps/ JJHuddle All-Ohio Football All-State Second Team for small schools.  
He helped lead Norwayne  High to an 11-2 overall record, a 7-0 conference record and the Wayne County Conference 
championship.  Weinman's Norwayne team advanced on to the Ohio Division 5 State Playoffs.  Norwayne won its Region 
18 quarterfinal game (28-6 over Genoa Area) and Region 18 semifinal game (28-21 over Swanton) before falling in the 
Region 18 Finals (20-27) to Edison), just one game shy of the Division 5 Final Four.  He was coached by head football 
coach Adam Indorf.
 Weinman was also recruited by Ball State, Eastern Michigan and Miami (Ohio). 

Davon Wells-Ross LB 6-5 190 Fr.  Omaha, Neb. (Omaha North)

 Davon Wells-Ross was ranked by Rivals.com as the No. 5 overall recruit in the state of Nebraska for the 2017 
recruiting class.  247 Sports ranked him as the No. 8 recruit in the state of Nebraska this year.  Wells-Ross was named 
to the Lincoln Journal Star's Second Team Super State Team for all classifications.  The Omaha World-Herald selected 
him First Team All-State Class A and First Team All-Metro.  He helped lead his Omaha North High team to a No. 1 seed 
entering the 2016 Class A State Playoffs -- the largest classification in Nebraska.  Omaha North finished the season with a 
12-1 record and advanced to the State Championship Game before falling to Bellevue West.  He recorded 65 total tackles 
and 24 solo tackles and added 11 tackles for loss his senior season.  Wells-Ross played for head coach Larry  Martin.
 Wells-Ross was also recruited by Iowa State, Kansas State and Nebraska. 

Trey Woods  ATH 6-3 210 Fr.  North Bend, Ore. (North Bend)

 Trey Woods was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 23 overall recruit in the state of Oregon for the 2017 recruiting 
class.  He was a defensive back and running back for North Bend High School.  Good size and speed, he was not only 
an effective runner but was an excellent receiver out of the backfield.  Woods helped lead North Bend High School to 
the 2016 4A State Championship.  North Bend posted a perfect 11-0 record and a 5-0 conference mark to also capture 
the 4A Far West League Championship.  The Bulldogs entered the 4A State Playoffs as the No. 1 seed and proceeded to 
defeat LaGrande (69-13), Banks (40-7), Estacada (49-6) and Cottage Grove (35-21) in the state title game.  Woods played 
for head coach Gary Prince.
 Woods was also recruited by Oregon State and Washington State.

Tim Zaleski  P 6-5 215 Fr.  Oak Lawn, Ill. (St. Rita)

 Tim Zaleski was ranked by 247 Sports as the No. 83 overall recruit in the state of Illinois in the 2017 recruiting 
class.  He was a Special Mention selection to the 81st Annual Champaign News-Gazette All-State Football Team for all 
classifications.  The Chicago Tribune also named him to their Special Mention All-State Team.  Zaleski helped lead St. 
Rita High of Chicago to the First Round of the 2016 Illinois Class 7A State Playoffs.  He averaged 38.3 yards per punt as 
a high school senior, punting 27 times for 1,033 yards, with a long punt of 59 yards.  An outstanding all-around player, 
Zaleski also caught 39 passes for 720 yards and had 10 receiving touchdowns from his tight end position.  As a three-
year starter, he averaged 35.6 yards per punt, punting 120 times for 4,269 yards, a long punt of 67 yards and placed five 
punts inside opponents' 20-yard lines.  His career receiving totals included 62 receptions for 1,038 yards and 12 receiving 
TDs.  Zaleski played for head coach Todd Kuska.
 Zaleski was also recruited by Air Force, Army, Iowa and Northern Illinois.
           

TJH
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University of Wyoming Cowboys 
2017 Football Signings
Broken Down By State

(As of Feb. 1, 2017)
Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)  
Wyoming (1)
Logan Harris OL 6-3 275 Fr. Torrington, Wyo. (Torrington)

California (5)
Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula LB 6-1 210 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)
Ravontae Holt DL 6-4 260 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Sheldon)
Victor Jones DE 6-4 235 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)
Erik Spurlin-Renfroe  WR 6-1 180 Fr. Cerritos, Calif. (Gahr)
Tyler Vander Waal QB 6-4 210 Fr. Elk Grove, Calif. (Christian Brothers)

Colorado (2)
Keegan Cryder OT 6-4 240 Fr. Littleton, Colo. (Dakota Ridge)
Esaias Gandy S 6-1 183 Fr. Aurora, Colo. (Denver South)

Illinois (6)
Keyon Blankenbaker CB 5-10 170 Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)
C.J. Coldon CB 6-1 175 Fr. Belleville, Ill. (Althoff Catholic)
Avante' Cox WR 5-11 170 Fr. Rochester, Ill. (Rochester)
Jared Scott WR 6-6 215 Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)
Xazavian Valladay RB 6-0 185 Fr. Matteson, Ill. (Brother Rice)
Tim Zaleski P 6-5 215 Fr. Oak Lawn, Ill. (St. Rita)
  
Nebraska (3)
Patrick Arnold OL 6-3 290 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Gretna)
Rudy Stofer OT 6-6 255 Fr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney)
Davon Wells-Ross LB 6-5 190 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Omaha North)

Ohio (1)
Nate Weinman TE 6-7 235 Fr. Creston, Ohio (Norwayne)

Oregon (1)
Trey Woods ATH 6-3 210 Fr. North Bend, Ore. (North Bend)

Utah (1)
Kolton Donovan LS 6-3 250 Sr. Washington, Utah (Southern Utah University)

Washington (2)
Trey Dorfner RB 6-0 175 Fr. Fircrest, Wash. (River Ridge)
Gavin Dunayski DL 6-6 250 Fr. Puyallup, Wash. (Puyallup)

Wisconsin (2)
Javaree Jackson DL 6-5 250 Fr. Wauwatosa, Wis. (Wauwatosa West)
Alonzo Velazquez OT 6-6 270 Fr. Janesville, Wis. (Parker)
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University of Wyoming Cowboys 
2017 Football Signings

Broken Down By Position
(As of Feb. 1, 2017)

Offense (12)
Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)  
Quarterbacks (1)
Tyler Vander Waal QB 6-4 210 Fr. Elk Grove, Calif. (Christian Brothers)

Running Backs (2)
Trey Dorfner RB 6-0 175 Fr. Fircrest, Wash. (River Ridge)
Xazavian Valladay RB 6-0 185 Fr. Matteson, Ill. (Brother Rice)

Wide Receivers (3)
Avante' Cox WR 5-11 170 Fr. Rochester, Ill. (Rochester)
Jared Scott WR 6-6 215 Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)
Erik Spurlin-Renfroe  WR 6-1 180 Fr. Cerritos, Calif. (Gahr)

Tight Ends (1)
Nate Weinman TE 6-7 235 Fr. Creston, Ohio (Norwayne)

Offensive Linemen (5)
Patrick Arnold OL 6-3 290 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Gretna)
Keegan Cryder OT 6-4 240 Fr. Littleton, Colo. (Dakota Ridge)
Logan Harris OL 6-3 275 Fr. Torrington, Wyo. (Torrington)
Rudy Stofer OT 6-6 255 Fr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney)
Alonzo Velazquez OT 6-6 270 Fr. Janesville, Wis. (Parker)

Defense (9)
Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)  
Defensive Line (4)
Gavin Dunayski DL 6-6 250 Fr. Puyallup, Wash. (Puyallup)
Ravontae Holt DL 6-4 260 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Sheldon)
Javaree Jackson DL 6-5 250 Fr. Wauwatosa, Wis. (Wauwatosa West)
Victor Jones DE 6-4 235 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)

Linebackers (2)
Ryan Gatoloai-Faupula LB 6-1 210 Fr. Sacramento, Calif. (Inderkum)
Davon Wells-Ross LB 6-5 190 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Omaha North)

Secondary (3)
Keyon Blankenbaker CB 5-10 170 Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park-River Forest)
C.J. Coldon CB 6-1 175 Fr. Belleville, Ill. (Althoff Catholic)
Esaias Gandy S 6-1 183 Fr. Aurora, Colo. (Denver South)

Athletes (1)
Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)  
Trey Woods ATH 6-3 210 Fr. North Bend, Ore. (North Bend)

Special Teams (2)
Name   Pos. Ht. Wt. Class Hometown (Last School)  
Punters (1)
Tim Zaleski P 6-5 215 Fr. Oak Lawn, Ill. (St. Rita)

Long Snappers (1)
Kolton Donovan LS 6-3 250 Sr. Washington, Utah (Southern Utah University)


