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 UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING MEN'S BASKETBALL POSTGAME NOTES 
Following a 83-68 loss Versus Air Force in First Round of MW Championship

on March 8, 2017, in the Thomas & Mack Center in Las Vegas, Nev.

Team Notes
 • Wyoming moves to 21-30 in conference tournaments
 • Wyoming is now 11-17 all-time in the MW Championships.
 • The Cowboys are now 1-5 in the opening round of the MW Championship
 • Wednesday’s game was the 114th meeting between the Cowboys and Falcons.  Wyoming 
leads the overall series 77-37.
 • Wednesday’s game marked the first meeting between the two schools in the MW 
Championship since 2010. Wyoming is now 3-2 all-time in the MW Championship against Air 
Force.
 • Wyoming moves to 5-2 at neutral sites against Air Force
 • Wyoming used the starting lineup of: Alan Herndon, Hayden Dalton, Alexander Aka Gorski, 
Jeremy Lieberman and Jason McManamen. 
 • The Cowboys hit ten threes on the night and now have 307 on the season. It ties the school 
record for threes in a season.
 • Wyoming hit 10 threes for 18 games with double-digit threes, and the last 9 games in a row.
 • Wyoming scored 68 points against Air Force. For the season, UW has 2,479 for fifth in single 
season school history.
 • The Cowboys began the game 0 for 8 from the field and trailed 25-0 before Cody Kelley hit 
a three at the 11:25 mark to make the score 25-3.  From that point , Wyoming outscored Air Froce 
24-23 in the first half.
 •Wyoming’s 27 points were its third fewest in a half this season and second fewest in a first 
half.  UW scored 25 in the second half of a 66-65 win over UNLV in Laramie on Jan. 25.  The 
Cowboys scored 26 in the first half of a 61-71 loss at California on Nov. 25. 
 
 
Individual Notes
 •Junior Hayden Dalton recorded his 11th double-double of the season and 11th of his career 
with 15 points and 12 rebounds.
 •Senior Jason McManamen recorded one three in the game.  He now has 198 in his career 
to rank No. 1 in school history.  His 74 threes for the 2016-17 season rank No. 7 in single-season 
school history.
 •Senior Jason McMananmen played in his 117th career game, which is tied with Brian Rewers 
(1990-93) and Travis Butler (1989-92) for 15th all-time in school history. 
 •Sophomore Justin James recorded his 25th of the season and 32nd of his career, with 20 
points.
 •Junior forward Alan Herndon recorded two blocks. He has 104 in his career to rank No. 6 in 
career blocks in Wyoming history.



Mountain West Men's
Basketball Championship
Wednesday March  8, 2017

Allen Edwards
Hayden Dalton
Justin James
Wyoming
Air Force - 83  Wyoming - 68

COACH ALLEN EDWARDS: Obviously, first, just all
credit to Air Force.  I thought they came out with some
tremendous excitement for the tournament, shot the
ball really, really well in the first half.  And we were
forced into a situation of playing catchup for pretty
much the whole game.  I couldn't say we were just
horrible on defense, I thought they made some tough
shots, as well.

But I thought their offense was very crisp.  They got the
ball moving and on defense I thought they had a
tremendous edge, which affected our scoring on the
offensive end.

But, again, giving them credit.  I thought they did a
tremendous job today and obviously wish them luck
going forward.

Q. It was a tough start, down 25-0.  What were they
doing defensively?  Coach said they maybe played
a little bit more man today.  Just what happened
where you got in such a hole?
JUSTIN JAMES: It all started with turnovers.  We
weren't being aggressive on the offensive end.  We
were careless with it.  It's hard to score the ball when
you turn it over 30 percent of the time.  Credit to them.
They play really good defense.  And that's just a bad
play on us.

Q. Talk about beating them twice, do you feel like
looking back now you might have done that at all?
HAYDEN DALTON: I just say we just, from the jump,
we weren't playing as hard as them.  And I can't give
you a reason why.  But I would say they outplayed us.

Q. How would you assess this first season with
your guys' roles, with Coach Edwards?  I'm sure
you're disappointed now, but was this good?
Learning?  How would you sum this up if this is
your last game of this season?
HAYDEN DALTON: It was a solid year.  Love all the

guys on the team.  We all love each other.  And that's
all you can really ask for.  And we're always fighting for
each other night in and night out.  So I can only say
we're going to work hard this summer and be ready for
next year.

Q. When they do get off to such a big lead, was it a
feeling of shock?
JUSTIN JAMES: Obviously it's just like, wow, we're
down 23-0.  I mean credit to them.  They came out with
a lot of fire.  They came out with more passion than we
did.  And they just came out and dominated.

Q. You talk about being pretty confident.  You've
had other comebacks this year, whether or not you
won them, like CSU come back from a big deficit.
Was it frustrating not getting the run going in the
second half today?
JUSTIN JAMES: It was hard to come back when we're
fouling so much.  It's hard to come back when we were
giving them easy free throws.  But all credit to them.
They came out ready to play.  And they dominated
today.

Q. Coach, what did they do defensively or was it
more just being careless with the ball for your
team, when you just couldn't score?  I know Coach
Pilipovich said they played a little bit more man, did
you notice that or was that the difference?
COACH ALLEN EDWARDS: I don't think it was the
difference.  Whether they're playing their matchup zone
or switching man to man.  At the same time at points it
could all look the same.

But our concept was to move the basketball, space
them out and look to attack and play off two and find
the next best play for the Pokes.  And I just think we
didn't do a good job of spacing once we made passes.
We were cutting -- sometimes the cut didn't make
sense, because we were cutting towards the
basketball, when we could have opened it up a little bit
more.

But I thought the best thing about the defense was just
-- just how hard they were playing.

Q. You talked this year about putting 40 minutes
together, and probably came out with maybe your
worst 10 minutes so far in the beginning.  Why do
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you think it is or what was the attitude then?
COACH ALLEN EDWARDS: A lot of things go through
your head, just about the start.  I mean you can only go
to the game as a coach, as a staff, as a program, with
the best you feel like you need to do to go out there
and compete and play to win.

But like I told the guys at the end of the day, I'll
probably self-assess it.  And at the end of the day I'll
put it on me.  I was the head coach and I felt like that
wasn't Poke basketball in the first ten minutes of the
game, and through stretches of the game.  Even when
we tried to make our comeback or chip at the lead.  We
still, to me, reverted back to being careless with the
basketball.  And I thought we were actually a little
passive on the offensive end of the floor, turning down
some shots.  And I felt like as the game went on and
they were scoring the basketball, the goal got a little
bigger for them.  And they were making shots and
making plays.  And like J.J. said, fouling, and putting
them at the free throw line didn't help, either.

But proud of this group and what we were able to do as
a team.  But at the same time you're disappointed in
the sense of how today ended.

Q. I know it's not under your control, but you got 18
wins.  Is there a possibility of some sort of
postseason tournament?  If so, would you
welcome that or have you thought or even care
about or do you know what area you're going to go
now?
COACH ALLEN EDWARDS: I spoke to the guys after
the game about that, because there are a few
tournaments out there.  But our mindset right now is
just let's wait and see.  But at the same time this group
has been going since August and it's a young group in
the sense of playing time.  But we do have a lot of
juniors out there.

It will be interesting to see, but at the same time if we
have the opportunity I think this team still needs to
continue to grow.  And I know we lose Jason, and
obviously Mo, who's been hurt.  But I'm excited about
the future of this program, as well.

Q. Just looking back on this first year as head
coach, what's your initial evaluation of this
season?
COACH ALLEN EDWARDS: Well, I think first off, the
expectation was very high.  A lot of people didn't think
we would be able to do some of the things that we did,
being picked second-to-last to finish in this league, and
to finish 7th, I think that speaks volumes for this
program.

But at the same time, you lose Jason, which is pretty

much one guy.  Because Mo was injured all year.  So
you look at what the future holds, I think that's pretty
good, not only with the guys coming back, the guys
that are sitting out and the recruiting class that's
coming in, very optimistic that this program is going in
the right direction.
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